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CIAL - National Aluminium Packaging Consortium  

Aluminium packaging. 
Prevention and sustainability 
 



 
CIAL is a National Consortium that guarantees the recycling and recovery of all types of 
aluminium packaging waste in Italy,  
 
The Consortium represents the environmental responsibility of over 250 companies: 
aluminium producers, manufacturers and users of aluminium packaging. 
 
The Consortium’s task is to develop and organize the retrieval of aluminium from separate 
collection, its recycling and recovery as well as to improve environmental education. 

 
Results 

 
Total recycling of aluminium packaging in Italy in 2018: 54,300 tonnes of aluminium 
packaging, equal to 80.2% of the market. 
 
The recycling of 54,300 tonnes of aluminium packaging has resulted in: 
• avoided greenhouse gas emissions up to 403,000 tonnes of CO2. 
• energy saving of over 173,000 tonnes of petroleum. 
 
CIAL represents a “best practice EPR" model involving the totality of producers and 
users of all types of aluminum packaging 
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The Italian separate collection system reached 55 million inhabitants across 6,900 
municipalities. 

 

CIAL has signed agreements, either directly or through management companies, with 
up to 5,200 municipalities for about 44.3 million inhabitants. 

 

Nowadays the system can count on an efficient logistics network covering the whole 
peninsula by means of 200 sorting centres which encourage: 

- the introduction of selected aluminium to the recycling market;  

- the elimination of the waste wrongly delivered by citizens at the separate collection 
stage. 

  

All the selected materials are processed and conveyed to the sector of the foundries for 
secondary materials. 
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CIAL STRATEGY 

CIAL pursues all the options dedicated to aluminium recovery 

 Target: 0% Landfills, 100% Recycling.  



The aluminum industry is correlated to the principles of 
the circular economy. 
 
It’s a model to follow in order to adopt coherent 
strategic actions. 
 
Aluminum is 100% and endlessly recyclable. 
 
Its recycling saves 95% of the energy required for  
bauxite primary production . 
 
Today about 75% of all aluminium ever produced is still 
in use. 
 
Europe recycles the highest amount of aluminium per 
capita in the world. 
 
Italy is leader in Europe for recycled aluminium 
production. 
 
The whole Italian production of aluminium comes from 
recycling. 

Circular economy model 



CIAL distinctive projects 

I 

CIAL has started a dedicated collection system for used aluminium 
coffee capsules.  
 
50 Italian cities have been equipped with dedicated collection points up 
today, including major centers such as Turin, Genoa, Milan, Verona, 
Bologna, Florence, Rome, Naples, Bari and Catania. 
 

Since 2007 CIAL has managed a project to collect used aluminum 
beverage cans on board cruise ships. Over the past ten years about 
400,000 kg of aluminum have been collected.   
 
This meaningful amount translates into around 35 million cans that 
were properly collected, selected and sent off to be recycled.  

CIAL is involved in food waste reduction: aluminium packaging is 
perfectly suitable for protecting and preserving food for a long time. 
 
In the last two years the Consortium has launched a project in some 
important Italian cities (Monza, Arezzo, Pavia, Cremona, Pordenone 
and Treviso) to promote the use of aluminium trays in restaurants as 
“doggy bags” to avoid food waste. 
 
The project name is: TENGA IL RESTO (KEEP THE CHANGE). 
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SOME REFLECTIONS ON PREVENTION AND ALUMINIUM.  

 

• The issue of prevention must dealt with depending on the kind and the 
specificity of each material. 

 

• Some politicians do not take into consideration the specificity of the 
materials and propose the disposal with the aim of reducing waste. But in 
the case of aluminum they should think about how to increase its use. 

 

• A paradigm shift is needed in order to read prevention at a deeper level: 
prevention is not always about reducing but also increasing. 

 

• In an ideological and demagogic manner they speak of  “can to can”: why 
not of “coffee maker to coffee maker” or “rim to rim”, or “bicycle to 
bicycle”? 
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• Put on the market about 1kg per inhabitant 

 

• It represents 1% of the total packaging placed on the market 

 

• It's easy to pick up (all options), even in case of incorrect assignment 

 

• It's easy to recycle 

 

• Durable or permanent material 

 

• Over 75% of the aluminum that has always been produced is still in 
circulation 

 

• It has the energy to be recycled  
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• There are no wastes in the processes 

 

• For every type of packaging we use as much material as we need 

 

• The technical characteristics are functional for prevention 

 

• It contributes to the reduction of food and drink waste (excellent protection 
and preservation capabilities) 
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• The aluminum industry is the only example of circular economy 

 

• In Italy 100% of production is based on recycling 

 

• The Italian recycling system is based on the “metal to metal loop” 

 

• The collection and recovery system extended to all types of packaging is 
consistent with the metal to metal loop model 
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• Given the levels of lightening and reduction in thickness achieved, the 
contribution that aluminum packaging will contribute to achieving in the 
future consists in replacing other less green materials 

 

• The can is the most recycled beverage packaging in the world and today 
contains 70% recycled aluminum 

 

• Aluminum is over 100 years old. Still, it is not only ever timely but also a 
forerunner: the sharing material par excellence in the sharing economy 

 

ALUMINIUM IS PREVENTION! 
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