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Founded in 1986

Federation of the 4 major producers of steel for 
packaging in Europe

THE REFERENCE FOR STEEL FOR PACKAGING IN EUROPE
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OUR MISSION 
IS CLEAR
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To work with all relevant 
stakeholders to ensure 
understanding and 
support for steel as 
a sustainable and 
resource efficient 
packaging solution 
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OUR OBJECTIVE AND VISION ARE CLEAR

Objective Vision

80%
EU steel packaging 
recycling average
by 2020

NO
steel packaging 
to landfill
by 2020
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Steel is the world’s most recycled material
‒ efficient and circular recycling process 
‒ saves raw materials and energy
‒ reduces waste and emissions

Permanent material
‒ recycles forever with no loss of quality
‒ need never go to waste nor landfill

Magnetic properties
‒ easy to recover & recycle
‒ no separate waste stream necessary

STEEL FOR PACKAGING IS RECYCLED & EFFICIENT
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A LONG HISTORY OF EXPERTISE IN ALL SEGMENTS
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BEVERAGE CANS

FOOD CANS AEROSOLS

GENERAL LINE

CLOSURES
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STEEL IS A MATERIAL THAT IS CIRCULAR BY DESIGN

closed material loop

real, high 
recycling rates

permanent 
materials
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EU’S CEP IS PROPOSING MEASURES TO 

CUT RESOURCE USE

ELIMINATE WASTE

INCREASE RECYCLING
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CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENTS MADE OVER THE YEARS
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Source: APEAL
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• investment in collection and sorting 
infrastructure as well as campaigns 
designed to raise awareness and promote 
best practice

• working together and sharing best 
practices

• 4 key recommendations to increasing 
recycling:

INCREASING RECYCLING REQUIRES A HOLISTIC APPROACH
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• achieves higher quality scrap 
collection

• no recyclable packaging to landfill

• regulation of incineration route

1. ENCOURAGEMENT OF SOURCE SEPARATION AND 
SEPARATE COLLECTION
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• key to delivering high quality 
packaging scrap and ensuring 
traceability

• quality control must start at 
sorting facility

• national standards systems 
must be set

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUALITY STANDARD FOR STEEL 
PACKAGING SCRAP 

Source: BMRA
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• measurement of “real recycling”

• guidelines, definitions and strict 
reporting formats for EU 
member states

• tracking & tracing systems for 
scrap

3. TRANSPARENT VERIFICATION AND REPORTING OF 
RECYCLING
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4. AWARENESS RAISING CAMPAIGNS AND ACTIVITIES

• recycling starts at home

• having the right bin – infrastructure

• choosing the right bin – education
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STEEL IS A 
PERMANENT 
MATERIAL
THAT
RECYCLES 
FOREVER
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USE RATHER THAN CONSUME

• permanent materials are used, not 
consumed

• permanent materials are moved from the 
ground or manufactured and used in a 
range of applications and then ‘lent’ to 
other applications after their previous use

• they can be recycled, over and over again, 
without loss of properties = multiple 
recycling
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THE PERMANENT MATERIALS CONCEPT IS BASED ON 2 PILLARS

MATERIAL
STEWARDSHIP

CHEMICAL 
STRUCTURE
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INHERENT 
PROPORTIES 
DO NOT 
CHANGE 

MATERIAL 
SHOULD BE 
TECHNICALLY 
AVAILABLE 
FOR 
RECYCLING



VISIT US AT:

www.apeal.org

www.steelforpackaging.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

FOLLOW US:

@APEAL_EU

company/apeal

SUBSCRIBE TO 
OUR NEWSLETTER:

www.apeal.org/subscribe
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