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EXPRA
in a nutshell
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Our Members – non-profit 26 PROs

Fost Plus 
Belgium

VAL I PAC
Belgium

Ecopak
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina

EcoPack
Bulgaria

EEQ
Canada

Green Dot
Cyprus

EKO KOM 
Czech 

Republic

ETO
Estonia

RINKI
Finland

Herrco
Greece

Öko Pannon
Hungary

IRF
Iceland

TAMIR
Israel

CONAI
Italy

Valorlux
Luxembourg

PAKOMAK
Macedonia

GreenPak
Malta

Nedvang
Netherlands

Grønt Punkt 
Norway

ECO-ROM
Romania

ENVI-PAK
Slovakia

Slopak
Slovenia

Ecoembes
Spain

Ecovidrio
Spain

FTI
Sweden

CEVKO
Turkey

Detailed info about each member of EXPRA: 
http://www.expra.eu/uploads/Brochure-Expra-2018F3.pdf

http://www.expra.eu/uploads/Brochure-Expra-2018F3.pdf


Our EXPRA mission

To enable members 
to continuously 
improve their 

services by ensuring 
low costs  to their 
client companies 
and convenient 
infrastructure for 

inhabitants

To promote a 
sustainable and 
efficient, not-for-

profit/profit-not-for-
distribution EPR 

scheme, driven by the 
obliged industry and 
offering a service of 
public or collective 

interest.

To provide a 
platform for 

exchange of 
experience and 
know how for our 
members but also 

for other 
stakeholders
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EXPRA – External Activities

EU coordination group 
for the Circular 

Economy Stakeholder 
platform (via EcoEmbes)

EU expert group 
"Support to Circular 
Economy Financing“ 

OECD EPR Expert 
Group 

Food SCP RT Steering 
Committee & Working 

Groups

CEFLEX Steering 
Committee & Working 

Groups

EPS SURE LIFE 
PROJECT Advisory 

Board

ISWA STC  / ISWA WG 
Governance & Legal 
Issues / ISWA Marine 

Litter Task Force

Clean Europe 
Network friendship

Member of the EPR 
Club

Member of the Global 
Product Stewardship 

Council



EPR’s role in a circular economy

Contract agreements

Financed by

fees

EPR Packaging

Recovery

Organisation

Retail trade

Local Authority’s Waste 
Management Company
Collection & Sorting

Recycling/ 
recovery

Material for new products

Packaging
manufacturer

Filler/bottler

Packed 
product

Consumer

New products
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Implementation of the Packaging Directive

3 countries without any 
compliance scheme => 

Taxes

Denmark, Hungary, Croatia

Trading of certificates

UK, (Poland)

30 with Producer Responsibility
Austria, Belgium, France, Spain, Germany, Ireland, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Portugal, 
Sweden, Greece, Latvia, Malta, Lithuania, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic, Italy, 

Slovenia, Estonia, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey, Norway, Finland, Serbia, Israel, 

Netherlands, Poland, Macedonia, Bosnia I Herzegovina

36 
European 
Countries

Tax versus EPR 

continuous discussion
Ukraine, Russia ?

1 country with Fund 

Scheme run by industry
Iceland



EPR - several ways of implementation

EPR System in hands
of obliged industry 

(BE, ES, IT, NL, NO, CZ, 
FR, IE, PT)

Competing PROs

(DE, PL, RO, BG, ….)

‘Tradable Credits’ 
Model with several 

traders 

(UK)

Several PRO‘s sharing
infrastructure

(DE, AT)

PROs acting in 
different areas

(BG)

PROs have 
established parallel 

infrastructure

(EE)

Operational 
responsibility fully

with local authorities

(FR, NL, CZ)

Collection and
sorting with local

authorities

(BE, ES, IT)

EPR system in parallel 
to a deposit system

(DE, NO, SE, FI, EE)

One comprehensive
system for all 
(household) 
packaging

(e.g. BE, FR, ES, IT)

Household & ICI 
Packaging treated

differently

(DE, FR, BE, ES)

Same rules for all 
packaging

(e.g. IT, CZ, SK, RO)

Full cost approach

(e.g. DE, AT, BE, SE)

Shared cost
approach

(e.g. IT, ES, FR)

Incentive cost
approach

(UK)

No operational 
responsibility for local

authorities

(e.g.  DE, AT, SE)



Plastic Recycling Quotas in 2016
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What are the problems in many countries?

• No reliable and comparable statistics - Every country interprets definitions and 
calculation method in a different way

• No clear legislation – no enforcement by the government

• No level playing field in case of competing PRO’s, especially no clearing 
house or central agency

• No infrastructure for collection from households in several countries although 
legislation is in place for over 10 years

• Transparency within the EPR systems is missing in many countries, not only 
in the PROs but also for example in the cost structure of local authorities etc

• No or limited engagement of obliged industry in the EPR system

• Fight between important stakeholders instead of collaboration
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EPR and the new 
Waste Legislation

EPR minimum 
requirements

Higher targets

Recycling 
calculation 

much stricter

Data & 
Reporting 

harmonisation

Packaging 
put on the  

market

Eco 
Modulation of 

EPR Fees

Early Warning 
System



EU Recycling Targets
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EXPRA Sustainability and Packaging 
Working group
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➢ Stimulates the activities of producers and importers of packed 

products towards the eco-design/design for recycling of their 

packaging;

➢ Gathers, pools and exchanges information on the activities 

regarding packaging prevention;

➢ Communicates information to stakeholders on eco-design 

innovations and examples of packaging prevention best 

practices

http://www.expra.eu/en/Sustainability

EXPRA Sustainability and Packaging
Working Group

http://www.expra.eu/en/Sustainability


S&P WG projects

14

➢ Drops on S&P
http://www.expra.eu/en/Sustainability/sustainability-drops-news-
from-expra-members

➢ Multinationals Network
http://www.expra.eu/en/Sustainability/ecodesign-activities#530

➢ Website Packaging 4 Recycling
http://www.packaging4recycling.eu/

http://www.expra.eu/en/Sustainability/sustainability-drops-news-from-expra-members
http://www.expra.eu/en/Sustainability/ecodesign-activities#530
http://www.packaging4recycling.eu/


15

THE MULTINATIONALS NETWORKORK

EXPRA Strategic Committee:

DANONE, UNILEVER, NESTLE, PROCTER&GAMBLE, CC 

HELLENIC, COKE CCE, ARDAGH GROUP, TETRAPAK

&

S&P WG Workshop:

IKEA, ECOVER, AMCOR, KELLOGG, HENKEL, SPA WATER, 

AIM, DOW, FRIESLAND CAMPINA, DELHAIZE GROUP, 

BALL, FERRERO, ILLY, NATUREWORKS 
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➢ Raising awareness of recyclability and relevant 

guidelines,

➢ Providing information of cutting-edge and 

innovative packaging trends; 

➢ Strengthening the links between packaging 

producers and recyclers.

P4R: Packaging for recycling - Objectives
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The website provides a dynamic online information tool aimed at 
allowing users to self-assess the recyclability of packaging, according to 

a roadmap based on the following recyclability critical control points: 

➢ Design;

➢ Labelling;

➢ Collection;

➢ Sorting;

P4R: Packaging for recycling
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The tool also allows users :

➢ to find out how recyclable their packaging is;

➢ facilitates access to best practices and guidelines, 

across Europe, on packaging design, labelling, 

collection systems and sorting;

➢ Includes an overview of Research and Development 

(R&D) initiatives currently under development. 

P4R: Packaging for recycling
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P4R Packaging for recycling

P4R

http://www.netspresso.it/EXPRA/
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P4R Packaging for recycling
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P4R Packaging for recycling
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P4R Packaging for recycling
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P4R Packaging for recycling
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P4R Packaging for recycling
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P4R Packaging for recycling
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P4R Packaging for recycling



Contact

EXPRA aisbl

2 Avenue des Olympiades

1140 Brussels – Evere

Belgium



EXPRA beliefs : How to make EPR successful? (1) 

EPR is one tool within a comprehensive policy approach;

Different stakeholders should have clear roles to play, 
ensuring no conflict of interests!;

EPR organisations should be run by obliged companies on 
a not-for-profit basis;

Focus on separate collection and collection infrastructure 
for inhabitants is key for the success of the system!



EXPRA beliefs : How to make EPR successful? (2) 

Ensure transparency of operations and data;

Calculate the fees for all materials covered in a fair manner;

EPR organisations should control the use of the fees collected, 
and influence infrastructure design if necessary;

Packaging optimisation, design-for-recycling, clear 
communication and education of inhabitants and company 
representatives are essential parts of successful EPR systems

Continuously improve system performance;



THANK YOU!


